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Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.  A0050478X 

GREYTHORN  
PROBUS COVID SAFE 

1.  Any members who are unwell 
should stay at home and not join 
activities—except for ZOOM based 
activities. 

2.  Current lockdown rules prohibit 
visitors to the home. 

3.  Always check-in to any venue you 
attend by QR code. 

5.  Maintain physical distancing where 
applicable. 

6.  Comply with Government Guide-
lines. 

Still to come in 
SEPTEMBER 

23rd  ...................... Book Groups zoom 
26th @ 80% single dosed ....... 15 kms travel 
 ............................. outdoor groups of 5 
27th  ............... Creative Pursuits zoom 
28th  ............................ Investors zoom 
29th ............ Grey Matter copy to Russ 

Roadmap out of lockdown detail—see Page 4 
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Judy Brophy 

Anne Harman 

Virginia Kemp 

Catherine Origlasso 

Greig Provan 

Richard Van de Velde 

Geoff Warren 

Rod Wilkinson 

September birthdays 

Happy birthday to everyone who is celebrating or 

has celebrated another birthday in lockdown 

Don’t forget—graphics or pictures with a 
green border will provide a link to the internet 

when pdf is viewed on a  
computer or tablet 

It was wonderful to have a great roll up for our 

Zoom General Meeting, 61 members in all. We are 

lucky to have so many computer whizzes in the club. 

I would like to thank all our convenors for their patience and flexibility with all our 

bookings throughout the past 18 months.  Despite the various lockdowns they have 

“soldiered on” and the club has continued to prosper.  Let’s hope that it won’t be long 

until we can get back to normal. 

I am sure we are all looking forward to the Grand Final.  Our star tipster, Angie Randall 

has no doubt done her homework and knows who will win.  Although she was 

pressed for her selection at our general meeting, Angie kept the secret to herself!  

Anyway, have a great day (or evening) as we watch the game in that other country 

called Western Australia. 

Take care and stay safe. 

Ron’s Rambles 

Ron’ Johnson, President 
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Book Groups     -   Links will be sent out before the meetings. 

Thursday—23 September, 2:00pm Zoom 
Book Group 1: will discuss “The Weekend” by 
Charlotte Wood.  

Three women in their seven-
ties reunite for one last, life-
changing weekend in the 
beach house of their late 
friend. 

Four older women have a life-
long friendship of the best 
kind: loving, practical, frank, 
and steadfast. But when Syl-
vie dies, the ground shifts dan-
gerously for the remaining 
three. 

They are Jude, a once-famous restaurateur; 
Wendy, an acclaimed public intellectual; and Ad-
ele, a renowned actress now mostly out of 
work. Struggling to recall exactly why they’ve 
remained close all these years, the grieving 
women gather at Sylvie’s old beach house—not 
for festivities this time, but to clean it out be-
fore it is sold. Can they survive together without 
her?  

Leader Patricia. 

Convenor:  Patricia Noseda  0412 487 750 

Book Group 2 will meet by Zoom to discuss 
“The Last Lighthouse Keeper” by John Cook. 

In Tasmania, John Cook is known as 'The Keep-
er of the Flame'. As one of Australia's longest-
serving lighthouse keepers, John spent 26 
years tending Tasmania's well-known kerosene 
'lights' at Tasman Island, Maatsuyker Island and 
Bruny Island. 

From sleepless nights keeping the lights alive, 
battling the wind and sea as they ripped at gut-
ters and flooded stores, rais-
ing a joey, tending sheep and 
keeping ducks and chickens, 
the life of a keeper was one of 
unexpected joy and heart-
break. But for John, nothing 
was more heartbreaking than 
the introduction of electric 
lights, and the lighthouses that 
were left empty forever. 

Evocatively told, The Last 
Lighthouse Keeper is a love 
story between a man and a dying way of life, as 
well as a celebration of wilderness and solitude.  

Convenor:  Joan Teele  0418 493 012 

Creative Pursuits 

Monday 27 September, 2:00pm 

As members will expect, this group meeting will 

either be by Zoom or in person at Elaine’s de-

pending on the state of lockdown rules at the 

time for a lesson in Japanese Sashiko style em-

broidery. 

A couple of examples: 

Convenor:  Elaine Provan  0439 094 154 

How to get a Parking Fine reversed 

https://www.greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-Parking Fine.mp4
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Garden Appreciation 

Investors 

Tuesday 29 September, 7:30pm by Zoom 

Despite the lockdown, the share market seems 

to be having a successful streak. 

Even if you’ve not braved the Investors group 

meetings in the past, this is a good opportunity 

to join in the discussion and listen to (or per-

haps, contrary to what frequently transpires, 

actually contribute some words of wisdom) at 

the group’s zoom meeting  

The Zoom link will be distributed prior to the 

meeting. 

Everyone welcome! 

Convenor:  Charlie Boschetti   

As you are aware our garden programme for this 

year has been quite disrupted. 

If by chance we can gather outdoors in October I 

think a local destination possibly the Acorn 

Nursery where we can check out the latest arri-

vals and also have a cup of coffee —-or Maranoa 

gardens for a picnic —- will be the easiest to or-

ganise given that any such plans may well once 

again be put on hold. 

With any luck the outing to Warranglen Nursery 

will be able to take place on November 11th. 

Fingers crossed. 
Liz Dawe 

General Meeting—14 September 

Our club’s largest zoom general meeting was 

particularly successful with a very interesting 

speaker in Jim Pollock. 

During our usual business session Treasurer Phil 

presented his report by doing a slide show to 

demonstrate the detail of our finances. We are 

on budget and have an extremely healthy bank 

balance. He detailed expenditures and income 

flows for the month.  All members subscriptions 

have now been paid.  Phil also explained that, 

having served four years as Treasurer, a replace-

ment is required for this role next year.  

Peter advised that club membership now stands 

at 113. The club was also pleased to welcome 

Jan D’Amico whose formal application for mem-

bership had been accepted.  

Ron outlined the responses to his membership 

wide letter regarding the club’s succession plan-

ning—indicating that a response from any mem-

ber who didn’t feel they could take up a commit-

tee role in 2022 but might be able to do so in 

2023 would be very welcome. 

Jim, Director of the Great Melbourne Telescope 

project told us of the high place Melbourne 

stood in world science before 1900 and the in-

stallation of one of the world’s largest tele-

scopes at that time. 

After it was decommissioned it was moved to 

Australia’s Mt Stromlo observatory where it was 

used until damaged by the bushfires of2003. 

The telescope is being reconstructed at Science 

Works and will be restored to its location at the 

Melbourne Observatory where the public will be 

able to view the sky through it in due course.  A 

club trip to Science Works is in the offing after 

the end of lockdown. 

Participation in Club activities will probably de-
pend on each members’ vaccination status. 

Please get your jab at the earliest opportunity 
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FABULOUS FRIDAY'S FUNNIEST FRIENDLY 
ZOOM for QUIZ FIZZ'S  

Last Friday's Quiz Fizz's were challenged with  
a wide range of intellectually stimulating  

questions . 

The contestants were suitably attired in their 
dressing gowns, outdoor workwear & other 
lockdown attire in the desire to accumulate as 
many points as possible. 

At the end of an afternoon of fun & laughter the 
quiz came to a very close finish & Denise  
Powell was announced the winner. 

Well done to all the participants, look out for 
details of the next FFFFZQF in you emails. 

Cheers, Judy 

What have you been doing in lock-

down? 

We asked at our General Meeting for infor-

mation about what our members have been do-

ing during lockdown. 

Some things have been pretty obvious — for 

example, Judy Brophy has been trolling through 

the trivia sources to generate the teasers for our 

Zoom quiz sessions—such as:   

• List the current 10 worldwide most valuable 

brand names.   

• Are apples or a coffee the more effective to 

get you going in the morning?  (Mind you there 

was some discussion as to what ‘get you go-

ing’ might mean. 

Liz Dawe, apart from struggling for a week to 

find the outer edge of a 1000 piece jigsaw, 

checked out the alpacas. 

Stuart Williams reported that he 

was keeping fit both in body and 

mind with an exercise routine rid-

ing and walking as well as working 

to improve his skills in life  

drawing. 

 

Martin Randall is un-

derstood to have 

been working on a 

model of The En-

deavour. 

What have you been doing to keep mind and 

body in good working order????? 

… and the winners enjoy their prize! 

For “full” detail of the Victorian Roadmap click  

https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/sites/default/

files/2021-09/210919%20-%20Roadmap-

Delivering%20the%20National%20Plan.pdf 

https://www.greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-mystery flight.MP4
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-09/210919%20-%20Roadmap-Delivering%20the%20National%20Plan.pdf
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-09/210919%20-%20Roadmap-Delivering%20the%20National%20Plan.pdf
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-09/210919%20-%20Roadmap-Delivering%20the%20National%20Plan.pdf
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Greythorn Probus Club 
supported by 

Discussion 
Wednesday—15 September, 11:00am 
Roy led us through the fascinating history of the 
famous Mason Dixon Line—and introduced us to 
the almost unknown but among the leading sci-
entists of their day—Jeremiah Dixon of County 
Durham and Charles Mason from Gloucester-
shire. 

Mason and Dixon, recognised master surveyors, 
first came together for the Royal Society to 
measure the 1761 Transit of Venus—a transit not 
long before that which Cook was sent to the Pa-
cific to measure in 1769. 

Their task was to put an exact location of the 
boundary between Maryland granted to the Cal-
vert family and the Penns who had been granted 
the land of Pennsylvania years before. 

The task was extremely difficult—determining 
the actual boundaries between Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, originally ‘defined’ by incorrect latitu-
dinal lines, and between the small Delaware Col-
ony and Maryland.  Added to the problems were 
the weather, protesting colonists and the native 
populations. 

The task could not have been completed except 
for the concurrent development by Nevil 
Maskelyne used to determine the actual zenith 
at any/each point along the survey—which actu-
ally linked the topic to the previous day’s talk on 
the Great Melbourne Telescope development. 

To mark the surveyed line it was marked each 
mile with a limestone block, imported from Eng-
land, marked on one side with a P (Pennsylvania) 
and an M (Maryland).  Over 200 of these blocks 
were placed overall. 

Thanks to Roy Price for the preparation and 
presentation of this most interesting discussion. 

TASSIE IN SPRING  
Our 8 day trip has been postponed to 2022. The 
tour will fit with the tulip festival then as was the 
schedule for this year.  I know those of us who 
were going are disappointed.  
Grouplink Travel will be in touch with all paid up 
participants re new arrangements. Apologies for 
this change.  

INDULGENCE DAY 
Fingers are crossed that we’ll be able to cele-
brate the emergence from COVID lockdown with 
our Indulgence Day trip to the Gisborne Peak 
Winery. 

Details will follow 
Cath Origlasso  

Trips & tours 

I recently heard of a man who was sitting in 

his boat on a lake fishing.  He was startled 

to hear a voice calling “Pick me up”  “Pick 

me up”. 

He looked around but couldn't see anyone 

or anything.  The voice came again…”Over 

here—pick me up—pick me up”. 

He looked over the side of his boat and saw 

a frog in the water. 

The frog said “Kiss me and I’ll turn into a 

beautiful woman.” 

The man said  “’nah’…… at my age I’d  

rather have a talking frog.” 



Iso Grey Matter  -  182 

Page 6  

Lockdown 6—issue 2 

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. 

Subscriptions and payments 
for activities 
Direct Debit (EFT)   

BSB 633 000 
Account No.  168 764 322 

Please always insert your name and the 
event in the message/reference area. 

If paying by cheque:  Cheque to be made 
payable to Greythorn Probus; 
please post directly to Phil—clearly indi-
cating the event and names of those attend-
ing.   
ALSO please email the specific event/group  
convenor. 

When paying by cash or cheque for an 
outing or activity please put the CORRECT 
MONEY or CHEQUE in a sealed envelope 
with your name and the activity details on 
the front and give it to our treasurer by the 
required date. 

We are NOT ABLE to give change so please 
have the correct payment ready. 

Footy Tipping 

OCTOBER CALENDAR 
The Victorian COVID lockdown exit Roadmap 

doesn’t bode well for face-to-face meetings un-
til sometime in November 

Some activities may be able to commence after 
26 October when 70% double vax’d projected. 

Scrabble  4 October 
Committee Meeting—Zoom 5 October 
Grey Matter published 6 October 
Solo 7 October 
General Meeting—Zoom 12 October 
Canasta—zoom meeting ? 13 October 
Dine Out 29 October 
3rd Sunday Lunch 17 October 
Walking for coffee—virtual walk ? 18 October 
Cinema & Lunch 19 October 
Discussion—Zoom 19 October 
Garden Group—zoom meeting ? 21 October 
Creative Pursuits  - zoom meeting? 25 October 

Lockdown “ends” for70% double dosed 26 October 
Investors 26 October 
Book Groups 28 October 
Dine Out—(outdoor only) 29 October 

And later….. 

10 people fully vaccinated at home  
Outdoor group size increases to 30 
number in indoor venue increases 5 November 
Ultimate Indulgence 18 November 
Phantom of the Opera 12 January 2022 
Moulin Rouge  2 February 2022 

and 23 February 2022 
Tassy in Spring  October’s Tulip Festival 2022 

With just the Grand Final to go Awesome Angie 
Randall is a runaway winner  of the inaugural Grey-
thorn Probus Tipping.  Organiser, Phil Pitsikas, has 
second place sewn up. 

However, in third place, John Brophy could be over-
taken if he tips the Grand Final incorrectly. Jan 
Coffey, Wal Hamilton and Peter Harman are all wait-
ing to pounce if John stumbles at the last hurdle. 

We understand there maybe a trophy presentation 
the next time we are allowed to meet face to face. 

For the Grand Final, we all wish Fay 
Macrae’s grandson, Jack, the best of 
luck. Jack is one of the star midfielders 
for the Western Bulldogs (and did well in 
the Brownlow). 


